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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
TURKEY—PART 11 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

RK 1022/1 No. 1 

REVIEW OF TURKISH POLICY IN THE TURKISH NATIONAL 

ASSEMBLY 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. (Received January 7) 


(No. I. Confidential) Ankara. 

Sir, January 2, 1957. 

It is rarely that the Turkish National 
Assembly discusses foreign affairs, but in 
recent weeks members of the Opposition 
parties have asked a number of questions 
in the Assembly on this subject and have 
both privately and publicly expressed 
resentment at being kept without informa¬ 
tion. In consequence, the Acting Foreign 
Minister, M. Ethem Menderes, made a full 
statement on Turkish foreign policy on the 
28th of December, a summary of which, 
taken from the semi-official Anatolian 
Agency, I now have the honour to transmit 
to you. 

2. M. Ethem Menderes first repeated the 
Turkish view that peace is indivisible and 
that any danger in any part of the world 
contains the seeds of a general conflagration. 
Until the recent incidents there prevailed 
the false impression that conditions were 
favourable to the establishment of world 
peace; the events in Poland and in Hungary 
had, however, made clear the real dangers 
of the situation. These events had been no 
surprise to Turkey, which had never been 
deceived by the peace offensive. Turkey 
would be the first to rejoice in any real 
evidence of progress towards world peace; 
but unfortunately the Free World was in 
danger of falling under the yoke of domina¬ 
tion, and it was necessary either to obtain 
a renunciation of the aggression which 
threatened Turkey or to take measures of 
collective security which would protect her 
against such aggression. Failing the first 
alternative Turkey considered that the 
Atlantic Treaty, the Bagdad Pact and the 
Balkan Alliance, being essential elements 
in these measures of collective security, 
were the foundations of her foreign policy. 

3. Speaking of the Atlantic Treaty the 
Minister said that the Egyptian incident had 
led those who hoped to see a breach in the 
pact or who were pessimistic about its 
future to change their opinions. They had 


supposed that the differences of opinion 
between the United States on the one hand 
and Britain and France on the other showed 
a lack of solidarity within the pact. The 
communique published at the end of the 
recent Ministerial meeting of NATO, 
however, proved that there was complete 
solidarity between all its members, that 
military precautions would not be neglected, 
that close political consultation would be 
established between its members and that 
any questions which arose between them 
would also be solved between themselves. 

4. The references in the communique to 
Hungary and the Middle East did not mean 
that NATO was considering intervening in 
the internal affairs of the countries con¬ 
cerned since it was firmly attached to the 
ideals of the United Nations, but as far as 
the Middle East was concerned the 
organisation could not remain indifferent 
to the danger of Soviet infiltration into this 
vital region. 

5. Turning to the Bagdad Pact the 
Minister emphasised that from the begin¬ 
ning it had been attacked by the enemies 
of peace and stability, which alone proved 
its importance. He spoke of the meetings 
of the four members of the pact at Tehran 
and Bagdad and the part which the pact 
had played in the carrying out of the 
resolutions of the United Nations 
Assembly. The reference in the Bagdad 
communique (Bagdad telegram No. 1454) 
to the conference of Arab States held at 
Beirut meant that the members of the pact 
were ready to hold out their hands to all 
countries showing goodwill. Countries 
were at liberty to join the pact or not, but 
a distinction must be made between this 
and attempts to destroy the pact, against 
which Turkey considered herself free to 
take counter-measures. 

6. The Minister regretted deeply that 
Egypt and Syria in particular were violently 
attacking the Bagdad Pact; this was the 
work of the present leaders of the two 
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countries and was certainly not approved 
by the great majority of their inhabitants. 
The excesses of these leaders were even 
reflected in the improper actions of their 
diplomatic representatives in Turkey, and 
Turkey would be obliged to take against 
them such measures as were appropriate to 
international practice. Hostility of Egyptian 
leaders followed by those of Syria had now 
reached such a degree that it was irrepar¬ 
able; they had made a principle of their 
foreign policy to create an abyss between 
the Western countries and those of Africa 
and Asia and thus to serve as an instrument 
of Communist policy. Posing as defenders 
of Islam they gave the worst enemies of 
Islam the possibility of establishing them¬ 
selves on Egyptian territory; and at the time 
when they spoke of liberty and independ¬ 
ence they turned their backs on Hungary 
in order to attract for themselves votes at 
the United Nations and try to establish 
domination over the other Arab countries. 
There were two causes of this shameless 
impudence, Communist tactics and the 
general malaise and instability in the Middle 
East. In this connection Egypt had posed 
as the victim of the operations of Israel and 
later of Britain and France, whereas she 
herself had deliberately provoked them. 

7. Speaking of Israel the Minister insisted 
on the need for a conference between all 
interested countries to deal with this ques¬ 
tion, bearing in mind that some countries 
would attend with the aim not of contri¬ 
buting to a solution but of obstructing it. 
The principal reasons which had induced 
the Turkish Government to recall their 
Minister from Israel was to deprive the 
Egyptian and Syrian leaders of an argument 
which they were exploiting in order to 
incite public opinion in their countries 
against Turkey. 

8. Turning to the Balkan Alliance and 
Cyprus, the Minister affirmed that the 
alliance, which had been concluded in the 
same spirit as the Atlantic Treaty and the 
Bagdad Pact, still retained its full import¬ 
ance for Turkey. For a tripartite pact 
to be effective, however, all partners must 
collaborate, and this unfortunately was not 
happening. The Minister then referred to 
the statement by M. Karamanlis that the 
alliance would remain moribund until 
Greek aspirations over Cyprus were 
achieved and that even its denunciation 
was under consideration. Greece tried the 
same tactics within NATO but had not 
achieved, and would not achieve, the result 
that she had hoped for, for the simple 


reason that there she had only one vote 
among fifteen whereas in the Balkan 
Alliance she had one among three. 
Turkey’s ally Yugoslavia said that she 
attached importance to the pact but Turkey 
was not persuaded that Yugoslavia fully 
appreciated the obligations which it 
entailed; in a conflict between members it 
was the duty of the neutral party to invite 
that party which was acting arbitrarily 
(Greece) to fulfil its engagements. 

9. The Minister said that the question of 
Cyprus at present presented the following 
aspect:— 

(i) It was on the agenda of the United 
Nations Assembly on two counts: 
the Greek demand that the inhabi¬ 
tants of the island should have the 
right of self-determination, and the 
British complaint that terrorism in 
the island was the work of Greece. 

(ii) The North Atlantic Council had 
decided with the concurrence of 
Greece that member countries which 
did not succeed in solving a dispute 
would not take it before another 
international organisation but would 
submit it to the North Atlantic 
Council. Nevertheless, Greece had 
not brought this dispute before 
NATO. 

(iii) On the 19th of December the British 
Government had published a draft 
Constitution for self-government. 
The statement made by the Turkish 
Prime Minister on the 20th of 
December to the Anatolian Agency 
on this point was constructive and 
favourable—constructive because it 
considered the draft as a basis for 
discussion, and favourable because it 
looked forward to a solution of the 
Cyprus question on a logical basis. 

10. The Minister emphasised the British 
declaration that the new Constitution would 
not be put into force so long as terrorism 
in Cyprus continued. The British Govern¬ 
ment had accepted the Turkish point of 
view on this. 

11. Another condition which Turkey 
considered indispensable was that the 
Turkish Cypriots should have equal rights 
with the other community. The Turkish 
Government would examine the Radcliffe 
Report from this point of view and would 
communicate their conclusions to the 
British Government. 

12. The self-governing Constitution was 
a provisional solution; what counted was 
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self-determination, under pretext of which 
Greece wished to annex the island. If the 
British Government had proclaimed from 
the beginning, as had Turkey, that self- 
determination was not possible in all cases, 
that the inhabitants of the island were of 
different races, and that there was an 
undying hostility between the two 
communities, also that the strategical 
importance of Cyprus for Turkey and her 
geographical, juridical and general position 
did not permit the grant of the right of 
self-determination, then it would merely 
have been a question of self-government. 
However, the British Government had from 
the beginning accepted in principle the right 
of self-determination for Cyprus under 
certain conditions and without fixing the 
date. This policy of Britain had been the 
origin of terrorism, fomented with the aim 
ot hastening self-determination, or at least 
the application of a form of self-government 
which would lead to this final result. Turkey 
had stated many times in the most formal 
manner that she would never accept the 
annexation of Cyprus to Greece. 

13. The Minister spoke of the statement 
in the House of Commons by the Colonial 
Secretary in which he said that if the 
Turkish community voted for Turkey it 
would not be left under foreign domination, 
thus implying partition of the island, and 
the only adequate solution. Great Britain 
should still maintain bases and military 
installations on Cyprus since these were 
necessary for the security of Turkey and of 
the region. 

14. Though this long formal statement 
was made by the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, in practice, as you know, 
it is the Prime Minister himself who directs 
Turkish foreign policy, and it was he who 
replied to the various questions raised in 
the debate which followed. 

15. Speaking of Article 3 of the 
communique published after the Bagdad 
meeting (referring to the Beirut com¬ 
munique enclosed in Mr. Middleton’s 
despatch No. 188 of the 22nd of November), 
the Prime Minister gave an assurance that 
this did not constitute any commitment for 
Turkey and was merely an expression of 
opinion. (It is a point to which the 
opposition People’s Republican Party 
attach particular importance that Turkey 
should not undertake further commitments 
in the Middle East.) In fact, he pointed 
out, the Beirut communique spoke of the 
application of the United Nations resolu¬ 
tions of the 2nd, the 4th and the 7th of 


November for the suspension of hostilities 
in Egypt and the evacuation of Egyptian 
territory, and this was a point with which 
Turkey was completely in agreement. 
Another point with which Turkey agreed 
was Article II of the Beirut communique, 
which said that the question of the Suez 
Canal should be kept entirely independent 
from the question of aggression against 
Egypt. The point of view of the Turkish 
Government with regard to the operation 
of the Suez Canal had been made clear in 
their statements at the time of the London 
Conference. 

16. The recall of the Turkish Minister 
from Tel Aviv had had its effect since the 
enemies of Turkey, seeing this weapon 
struck from their hands, had turned to 
fresh manifestations of hostility. 

17. Speaking of Cyprus the Prime 
Minister stated that the Government con¬ 
sidered the partition of the island a proposal 
worth serious consideration. This did not 
mean that the Government accepted in 
their entirety the British proposals either 
for self-government or for self-determina¬ 
tion; he was examining the question with 
the leaders of the Turkish community and 
would, if necessary, make suggestions to the 
British Government. For the Turkish 
Government the most important point was 
the final fate of Cyprus. Turkey wished 
Great Britain to remain on the island, but, 
in the light of the new solution which had 
been offered, the Government were con¬ 
vinced that partition would ensure the 
continued existence under the Turkish flag 
of their brothers of Turkish race and that 
the island would thus no longer be a danger 
spot for Turkey. 

18. Replying to a question on what 
would be the position in the event of a 
change of government in Great Britain, the 
Prime Minister said that Turkish policy 
would remain the same. His recent 
declaration was in favour only of the 
present decision of Great Britain and any 
change in this decision would involve a 
revocation of his agreement to it. 

19. These statements were well received 
by all parties, and even supporters of the 
Opposition have commented favourably on 
their frankness. They are in effect the 
public expression of a consistent foreign 
policy of which Her Majesty’s Government 
are aware and on which I have reported 
as has been necessary. There is therefore 
little to which I need draw particular atten¬ 
tion. I should explain that the reference 
to unfriendly activities of Egyptian and 
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Syrian diplomatic missions in Turkey 
(paragraph 6) refers to anti-British propa¬ 
ganda which they have been putting about. 
In particular the Egyptian Military Attache 
has recently been taken to task by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for circulating 
offensive anti-British cartoons, and I have 
no doubt that we may count on the Turkish 
Government to act firmly if this practice is 
continued. I should also draw attention 
to the explicit statement that Egypt had 
deliberately provoked both the Israeli and 
the Anglo-French attacks on her. I should 
also add that the justifications given for the 
withdrawal of the Turkish Minister from 
Israel (paragraphs 7 and 16) have struck 
many in this country as lame. 

20. Finally, there are one or two points 
in the statement about Cyprus to which I 
should invite notice. The first is the 
implication that Turkey would accept 
discussion of the dispute by the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation. Secondly, 
you will have remarked the implication, 
unfounded but perhaps not of great 


importance, that it was Turkey who had 
persuaded Great Britain to make the 
condition that no constitution should be 
introduced in Cyprus until terrorism had 
ceased. Lastly, you will note the public 
expression of what has already been said 
privately, namely, that Turkey attached 
much more importance to the final fate of 
the island than to the application of self- 
government and that she regarded her 
acquiescence in the present proposals as a 
bargain from which she would be free to 
withdraw if the attitude of Her Majesty’s 
Government were to change. 

21. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty’s Representatives at Wash¬ 
ington, Paris, Athens, Belgrade, Bagdad, 
Tehran, Karachi, Beirut, Tel Aviv; also to 
the Heads of the United Kingdom Delega¬ 
tions at New York and Paris and to the 
Political Officer with the Middle East 
Forces. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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RK 1111/2 No. 2 

TURKISH ATTITUDE TO CYPRUS 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. (Received January 28) 

(No. 12. Restricted) Ankara. 

Sir, January 22, 1957. 

I have the honour to inform you that the Budget of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs was discussed in the Budget Committee of the Grand National Assembly 
on the 17th and 18th of January. 

2. The discussions were divided into two parts. On the first day over 30 
questions were put by Democrat Party and Opposition Deputies, ranging over a 
wide field of Turkish foreign policy. Some of these questions were simply requests 
for information but others were framed critically of the Government’s policy 
especially over Cyprus and Turco-Greek relations. 

3. The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs asked for time to consider the 
questions; and the answers were given in the discussions on the 19th of January. 
The task of answering was divided between the Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and finally the 
Prime Minister. Further questions were asked between each series of answers and 
the discussion on Cyprus closed with a long exchange between the Prime Minister 
and a Freedom Party Deputy. The Budge! itself was eventually approved by the 
Committee. 

4. The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs replied to questions about the 
Turkish Foreign Service and the establishment of new Turkish Diplomatic Missions 
abroad while the Secretary-General and the Prime Minister concentrated on 
replying to the many political questions mainly connected with the Cyprus problem. 
The following is a summary of the main points in the various replies. 

5. M. Ethem Menderes said that 11 new Turkish Ambassadors had been 
appointed and that agrement had been received for nine of these. He also referred 
to the decision to open new Diplomatic Missions in Ethiopia, Korea, Tunis, 
Morocco and Indonesia. 

6. M. Birgi began by saying that the principles of Turkish foreign policy 
had already been explained in the President’s opening speech to the Grand 
National Assembly on the 1st of November, 1956 (my despatch No. 201 of the 
6th of November, 1956) and also in subsequent statements by the Prime Minister 
and others (my despatch No. 1 of the 2nd of January). Turkey could not pursue 
a homogeneous policy in Asia and Africa but was in sympathy with Asian and 
African countries. The French Government appeared strong in Algeria but those 
with a sense of justice were on the side of those fighting for independence. The 
American failure to join the Baghdad Pact was not a sign of weakness in the Pact. 
The recent meetings in Tehran and Baghdad and the present meeting in Ankara 
had strengthened the Pact. 

7. Turning to Cyprus he said that the three Allies concerned would accept 
any solution which was agreeable to all, since they all realised that the Cyprus 
problem had become a problem which was upsetting the power and unity of the 
free world. 

8. Turkey had not originated the idea of partition. This idea had originated 
in a statement by the British Government; and the reasons for Turkey’s acceptance 
of it had been explained to the Grand National Assembly. Turkey’s acceptance 
of this idea before awaiting the decision of the Greek Government demonstrated 
Turkey’s goodwill and desire to help in a solution of the problem. 

9. Turkey had not withdrawn from her original thesis on Cyprus and no 
concessions of principle had been made which would harm the rights and interests 
of Cypriot Turks or the political, strategic and historic interests of Turkey. 

10. The idea of a condominium for Cyprus had been examined by the Turkish 
Government but was considered unnatural and open to manoeuvres based on secret 
calculations. 
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11. The report being prepared by M. Nihat Erim was not a proposal for a 
constitution but a report about how the constitution should be put into effect. 
Professor Erim would have talks with the Governor of Cyprus and with Lord 
Radcliffe. 

12. The visit by the Turkish Goodwill Mission to Latin American countries 
had produced very favourable results. 

13. After a long discussion in which the Prime Minister criticised the 
Secretary-General of the People's Republican Party, M. Kasim Giilek, for seeking 
an interview with President Eisenhower’s Citizen Advisers on Mutual Security who 
have been visiting Turkey recently, he (the Prime Minister) turned to answering 
a series of questions put by a Freedom Party Deputy criticising the Government’s 
Cyprus policy. He said that the Turkish Government had already made clear 
that their policy was the right one and were satisfied that it would provide a just 
solution to the problem. 

14. He defended the concept of equal rights for self-determination for the 
two communities in Cyprus and said that the Turkish Government were satisfied 
that the island was divisible. The fact that one part of the island was mountainous 
and the other flat was no deterrent. Human beings had created countries before on 
rocky ground. 

15. The dividing line in the island could be drawn on the same principle as 
the frontier dividing Thrace. The Turkish Government did not say that partition 
should be based on the exact proportion of the population. This would be a Greek 
thesis. In Turkey’s view the property and possessions of the people of the island 
must also be a basis for partition. When one part of the island constituted a 
protective outpost for the Turkish motherland with the Turkish flag flying over it, 
the Turkish forces stationed there could control incidents on the other side of the 
frontier. It was not necessary for all the Turks in the island to come over to the 
Turkish side. A voluntary exchange of population could be envisaged. 

16. M. Menderes’ main theme was in fact that there was no possible practical 
alternative to the present policy of the Turkish Government on this problem. 

17. The General Assembly of the People’s Republican Party subsequently 
published a communique (on the 20th of January) outlining the Government’s 
Cyprus policy and saying that they (the P.R.P.) were following developments with 
interest towards a solution most suitable to Turkey’s national interests. The 
communique added that there was no contact between the Government and the 
P.R.B. on foreign affairs; and that the Prime Minister had given no reason forrefusing 
to meet the leader of the P.R.P. to discuss foreign affairs. The section of the 
communique dealing with foreign affairs ended by deploring the fact that Britain 
did not participate in the meeting in Ankara of the four Baghdad Pact countries; 
expressing the hope that all member countries of the Pact would function together 
for its preservation; and welcoming the Eisenhower Plan for the Middle East. 

18. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Ambassadors at 
Athens, Washington, Baghdad and Tehran, to the Heads of the United Kingdom 
Delegations at New York and Paris, the United Kingdom High Commissioner at 
Karachi, the Governor of Cyprus and to the Political Officer with the Middle East 
Forces. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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RK 101 III No. 3 

TURKEY : ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1956 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. (Received February 5) 


(No. 18. Confidential) Ankara, 

Sir, January 31, 1957. 

I have the honour to submit the following 
review of developments in Turkey during 
1956. 

Internal Affairs 

2. The year 1956 produced little change 
in internal affairs, though there was a 
gradual consolidation of the Prime 
Minister’s authority in the country and 
within his own Party. Already in January 
it seemed likely that the promises of consti¬ 
tutional reform and other liberal measures 
which had been forced on M. Menderes by 
the revolt in his own Party and the Cabinet 
crisis of November 1955 would not be 
carried out; and in fact they were not. On 
the contrary, at intervals during the year the 
Government took new measures to limit the 
possibilities of independent minded criticism 
or effective opposition. In May they com¬ 
pulsorily retired a number of judges; and 
with this threat hanging over them the 
remainder were under pressure to accept 
political direction in giving decisions. In 
June the Government passed amendments 
to the already severe Press Law, whose main 
effect was to limit even further the freedom 
of the press to criticise Government policy. 
At the end of the same month they intro¬ 
duced a new law of meetings, which 
required official approval for any political 
meeting except during an electoral cam¬ 
paign; this in practice debarred Opposition 
politicians from holding any meetings at all. 
During the summer and autumn recess of 
the National Assembly, which is the season 
lor political campaigning in the provinces, 
the Government made use of these two laws 
to harass the members of the Opposition 
to a ridiculous degree, even to the extent of 
preventing them from shaking hands with 
their supporters. The result was an infinite 
number of law-suits, particularly against the 
Secretary-General of the People's Republi¬ 
can Party, M. Kasim Giilek, which, owing 
to the infinite possibilities of appeal in 
Turkish law, never seemed to come to any 
final conclusion. In December the Govern¬ 
ment took steps to suppress the growing 
ppposition in the Universities, particularly 
in the Political Science Faculty of the Uni¬ 


versity of Ankara. The extent to which 
teachers and students should be free to 
indulge in politics had been a long-standing 
subject of argument. The Dean of the 
Faculty, known for his hostility to the 
Government, was suspended from office for 
some critical statement in his speech at the 
ceremonial opening of the academic year. 
He thereupon resigned and a number of 
other teachers in the Faculty resigned in 
sympathy. 

3. Each successive measure aroused great 
protest and controversy in the Press and 
elsewhere, and the Government as well as 
the Opposition exaggerated their import¬ 
ance; in fact, they are so much a part of the 
pattern of Turkish political life that undue 
attention need not be paid to claims, 
whether from inside or outside the country, 
that they mean the end of democracy in 
Turkey. It is, however, a regrettable fact 
that as a result of these measures and of his 
general attitude of impatient rejection of 
any criticism, M. Menderes makes little 
appeal to the limited number of younger 
Turks who are genuinely interested in their 
country's progress in the less materialistic 
domains than those which fill the horizon of 
the present administration. 

4. Nevertheless, the Opposition parties 
were left with little opportunity for con¬ 
structive action and it cannot be said that 
they took full advantage of such as they 
had. The traditional Opposition party, the 
People's Republican Party, offered no 
serious alternative programme to the 
Government. The new Freedom Party did 
not make the progress that had been hoped. 
Though its supporters in the Assembly 
increased in number so that it had become 
the largest Parliamentary Opposition party 
and though a good deal of effort was spent 
on establishing an organisation throughout 
the country by the end of the year, it had 
in fact achieved little influence outside 
intellectual circles in the large towns. Little 
was heard of the third Opposition party, the 
Republican National Party. In the autumn 
there were proposals for an alliance 
between these three Parties, but they came 
to nothing and each side blamed the other 
for the failure. Responsibility seems to have 
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been in fact divided; ex-President Indnii 
and the leaders of the People’s Republican 
Party were jealous for their personal posi¬ 
tion in any such alliance; the Freedom Party 
insisted too much on concentrating on 
proposals for constitutional reform to the 
exclusion of any constructive policy; the 
Republican National Party adopted an 
equivocal attitude throughout. Since the 
Opposition’s only hope of a victory in the 
next election seems to be to present a united 
front, their prospects remained dim. 

5. Apart from these inter-party 
manoeuvres there is little else to report, but 
it would be unfair to criticise the Govern¬ 
ment on this count. Their plans for the 
social and economic development of the 
country went forward and a good many of 
them came to fruition in 1956. Conse¬ 
quently there has been a series of cere¬ 
monial openings of barrages, sugar factories 
and other industrial undertakings which 
have given the Prime Minister an oppor¬ 
tunity to draw attention to the achievements 
of the Democrat Party Government and to 
belittle the achievements of twenty-five 
years of People’s Republican Party rule. 
Their economic importance is discussed 
below; their political significance has been 
to reinforce the Government’s influence in 
the country. The same is true of the new 
National Protection Law, passed in June, 
which had the effect of temporarily redu¬ 
cing or stabilising a very wide range of 
prices. 

6. Concurrently with the rise in the stock 
of his Party, the Prime Minister's own self- 
confidence’and energy returned. He regu¬ 
larly devoted a part of his public speeches 
to strong and bitter attacks on what he 
described as the unpatriotic attitude of the 
Opposition in making capital from the 
economic difficulties of the country, but 
later in the year his vehemence turned to 
lofty contempt. He made no concession to 
critics within his own Party, and any whose 
criticism had been too outspoken were 
expelled (and formed the main recruits of 
the new Freedom Party). Rumours of wide¬ 
spread discontent within the Democrat 
Party Group died away as the year pro¬ 
gressed, and at the end of the year it seemed 
certain that they were well to heel. The 
Prime Minister rid himself of Ministers who 
would not work closely to his direction. 
With the resignation of Professor Kopriilii 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in .Tune 
(owing to differences over Party matters 
rather than foreign policy) he eliminated 
perhaps the only member of his Cabinet 


who because of his great support within the 
Party might perhaps have been prepared to 
stand up to him. Over much of the year 
M. Menderes was effectively in personal 
charge of all the principal Departments of 
State, the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, 
Interior, Finance and Defence. He found 
time in the autumn to set on foot an exten¬ 
sive town planning scheme in Istanbul and 
a lesser one in Ankara. Those who had 
been the subjects of Parliamentary investi¬ 
gation as a result of the Cabinet crisis at 
the end of 1955 (all friends of the Prime 
Minister) were formally cleared. A year 
later he felt himself strong enough to 
reappoint to the Ministries of the Interior 
and Finance former Ministers who had had 
to resign, one after the riots of September 

1955 and the other during the Cabinet crisis. 
In short, at the end of the year it only 
wanted the return of M. Zorlu to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to restore the 
position of M. Menderes and his Govern¬ 
ment to that which they had held in the 
summer of 1955. 

7. The economic situation at the end of 

1956 was confusing. Though the trade 
deficit had been reduced, mainly by lower 
imports, there was little real improvement 
compared with 1955. Externally, Turkey’s 
situation continued seemingly precarious, 
with a heavy burden of foreign indebted¬ 
ness and no likelihood for a number of 
years to come that exports would be able 
to pay for all the necessary imports. Intern¬ 
ally too the picture was dark. The measures 
taken in June under the National Protection 
Law to curb inflation, after a temporary 
stabilisation, did not have the expected 
results. Many consumer articles, including 
an ever-increasing number of every-day 
household requirements, were unobtain¬ 
able, and shortages of essentials developed 
through the effects of price control. The 
cereals crop was grossly overestimated, and 
large quantities of wheat (U.S.$46 million) 
and some other foodstuffs were imported 
from the United States, against payment in 
Turkish lira. Exports suffered from high 
internal prices. Turkish commercial debts, 
which included some £17 million to the 
United Kingdom, showed no sign of 
decreasing, and there were defaults on pay¬ 
ments in respect of major capital projects 
undertaken by foreign firms. 

8. The Turkish Government, and in 
particular the Prime Minister, remained 
undismayed by these dismal facts, claiming 
that they were temporary worries unavoid¬ 
able in the process of furnishing Turkey 
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with the modern equipment essential to a 
country in her position in world affairs. 
This attitude was exemplified in the Turk¬ 
ish Government’s report for O.E.E.C. in 
October which stated: “ Turkey .... firmly 
believes in the objectives which it has set 
itself; it is convinced that its partners will 
be ready to participate with increased 
understanding and sympathy in the efforts 
made to attain those objectives.” In accord¬ 
ance with this conception of Turkey’s eco¬ 
nomic destiny, the investment programme 
continued through the year unchecked. It 
covered the construction of new ports, bar¬ 
rages, electric power stations, iron and steel 
works, textiles and other factories, the 
increase of coal production and the modern¬ 
isation of Istanbul and Ankara with whole¬ 
sale demolitions to make way for new 
thoroughfares. Some of these projects were 
manifestly extravagant. There was still 
insufficient co-ordination so that much of 
the vast expenditure on capital projects was 
failing to produce a proper return. Never¬ 
theless, much progress was made during the 
year on projects which undoubtedly are 
essential for the country's development. 
Moreover, some of the investments were 
already beginning to pay off, particularly in 
regard to electricity and cement production 
and roads. Twelve foreign companies were 
working on exploration for oil, with reason¬ 
able hopes of success, and at the end of the 
year negotiations were in progress with 
British and American firms for the construc¬ 
tion of a large refinery near Istanbul. 

9. The economic situation during 1956 
was thus characterised by a continuing 
ferment and a steady urge towards moderni¬ 
sation, combined with the facile and 
characteristically Turkish feeling that by 
about 1960 a new era of prosperity would 
dawn as present investments came to 
fruition. While, however, much rapid pro¬ 
gress was made, the weaknesses in Turkish 
economy and the peculiarities and limita¬ 
tions of Turkish mentality continued to 
belie the justification for such rosy prog¬ 
nostications. Little attention was given to 
such hard realities as the fact that growing 
industrialisation was creating new claims 
requiring increased imports of raw mate¬ 
rials and equipment, that more and better 
roads was creating the need for more 
vehicles, and that even if oil were found in 
significant quantities, huge sums would be 
required for its effective exploitation. Thus, 
at the end of the year, the best that Turkey 
c ould hope for in the next few years was 
to be able to pay her way on a minimum 


basis without adding unduly to her accu¬ 
mulated foreign indebtedness, and to keep 
inflationary forces under some degree of 
control. Even these objectives called for 
greater discipline in planning and expendi¬ 
ture than had been exercised hitherto. 

10. Defence expenditure, despite substan¬ 
tial contributions from America and 
N.A.T.O., remained a heavy burden on 
Turkish economy, totalling over 25 per cent, 
of the general budget. Military defence 
measures progressed during the year at a 
slow but steady pace and within the frame¬ 
work of programmes formulated by 
N.A.T.O. No notable change of concept 
or material took place and the active man¬ 
power content of the Turkish armed forces 
and their ancillaries remained between 
350.000 and 400,000. The American Mili- 
try Mission to Turkey continued to be the 
dominating foreign influence and to render 
inestimable, if not always appreciated, 
service to the Turkish forces. Military pro¬ 
gress in general continued to be impeded by 
the outmoded organisation of the Turkish 
General Staff. The Turkish Navy played 
a full part in N.A.T.O. exercises. With the 
exception of a combined amphibian exer¬ 
cise and a N.A.T.O. air exercise, the training 
programmes of the Army and Air Force 
continued on the usual somewhat parochial 
lines and without the benefit of practical 
work in the field with forces of other 
nations. In response to persistent appeals 
from the Turkish Government that Her 
Majesty’s Government should negotiate 
the transfer of a number of British ships 
from the Reserve Fleet to the Turkish Navy 
in replacement of obsolete vessels now in 
service, Her Majesty’s Government offered 
to make available four destroyers on very 
long-term credits. At the end of the year 
the Turks were still pressing an additional 
request for a small cruiser. Following the 
Anglo-French intervention in Egypt Turkish 
forces took a number of precautionary 
measures which in the case of the Army 
amounted to partial mobilisation. Most of 
these measures had been cancelled by the 
end of the year. 

Foreign Affairs 

11. International developments gave 
Turkey increasing cause for anxiety as the 
year advanced. Her voice was heard and 
her influence felt in a variety of inter¬ 
national forums. The loss of impetus, as 
she saw it, on the part of N.A.T.O., the state 
of suspended animation of the Balkan 
Alliance, and the arrested development of 
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the Bagdad Pact, had already in the earlier 
months of the year created a sense of grow¬ 
ing isolation. With the deterioration of the 
situation in the Middle East following on 
Colonel Nasser’s nationalisation of the Suez 
Canal and later the Israeli attack on Egypt 
and the Franco-British intervention, 
Turkey’s anxieties grew, particularly as the 
internal situation in Syria gave clear indica¬ 
tions of Soviet penetration of the Middle 
East area south of her borders. 

12. There was little that Turkey could 
do to inject vigour into the Balkan Alliance. 
Although Yugoslavia, in her fresh difficul¬ 
ties with Russia, showed signs of renewed 
interest in the Alliance, Greece continued 
to make it quite clear that as far as she was 
concerned nothing could be done to revive 
the tripartite alliance as long as the existing 
tension continued with Turkey over Cyprus. 
After the visit of the Greek Prime Minister 
to Belgrade in December, the Turkish 
Government asked the Yugoslav Govern¬ 
ment bluntly to explain their present atti¬ 
tude to the Alliance in view of what seemed 
to be the aim of the Greek Government to 
use it as an instrument for strengthening 
relations between Greece and Yugoslavia, 
to the exclusion of Turkey. 

13. In the Middle East Turkey played an 
active role. Throughout the year she 
repeatedly called the attention of Britain 
and America to the pressing necessity of 
strengthening the Bagdad Pact, and this 
was one of the themes developed by the 
Turkish Prime Minister during your visit 
to Ankara in March. Colonel Nasser’s 
nationalisation of the Suez Canal confirmed, 
as the Turks felt, the views which they had 
frequently expressed about his dangerous 
ambitions and in private they made little 
secret of their disappointment that Britain 
had not intervened with force at that junc¬ 
ture. Turkey accepted promptly the invita¬ 
tion to attend the conference on Suez 
convened in London in August, and on that 
occasion, as at the Second London Confer¬ 
ence in September, the Turkish Delegation, 
headed by the Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, supported the 
Anglo-French proposals. In a memorandum 
communicated to America and Britain in 
September, the Turkish Government called 
attention to the particular threats to Turkey 
resulting from the increasing evidence of 
Russian designs in Syria and the alleged 
violation of Turkish air space by Russian 
military aircraft. The memorandum urged 
the early accession of America to the Bag¬ 
dad Pact as the most effective means of 


giving it the strength and stability which it 
so urgently needed. After the Anglo-French 
intervention in the Suez Canal following 
the Israeli attack on Egypt, the Turkish 
Prime Minister, at the meeting of the Prime 
Ministers of the four Muslim members of 
the Bagdad Pact hurriedly convened at 
Tehran, effectively supported the Shah of 
Iran in deprecating any idea of discarding 
Britain from the Alliance. At the subse¬ 
quent meeting of the Four at Bagdad ten 
days later, M. Menderes gave further timely 
encouragement to Nuri Pasha. At the same 
time he thought it expedient to agree to the 
insistent request of the other three Muslim 
members of the Pact that Turkey should 
withdraw her Minister from Israel. 

14. The Turkish Government took the 
lead in bringing to the attention of N.A.T.O. 
the situation in the Middle East and its 
disturbing possibilities for the Western 
Alliance. The attendance at a N.A.T.O. 
Council meeting of the Turkish Acting 
Foreign Minister at the end of November 
was followed the next month by the partici¬ 
pation, for the first time, of the Turkish 
Prime Minister at the Ministerial meeting 
of the Council, at which a Turkish memo¬ 
randum was circulated and the situation in 
the Middle East accepted as a subject which 
N.A.T.O. should keep under continuing 
study. The Turkish Government regarded 
this as a first step towards creating some link 
between N.A.T.O. and the Bagdad Pact 
which would provide for regular contacts 
between the two groupings and some 
measure of military planning. 

15. On Cyprus the Turkish Government 
maintained the attitude that they could 
not agree to any solution which kept 
alive the possibility of Enosis. It was 
on that basis that they rejected the 
proposals which Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment put to them in June whereby a date 
would be fixed for considering the applica¬ 
tion of self-determination, despite the 
carefully devised safeguards for Turkey’s 
interests which the proposals contained. 
Logically enough, however, the Turkish 
Government accepted as a basis of discus¬ 
sion Lord Radcliffe's report on a Constitu¬ 
tion for Cyprus published in December. 
This they did in the framework of Her 
Majesty’s Government’s statement of 
policy made at the time of the publica¬ 
tion of the report, which established 
the principle of eventual application 
of self-determination equally to the 
Turkish and Greek communities in the 
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island and accepted partition as a possible 
ultimate solution. By this time the Turkish 
Government had reached their own conclu¬ 
sion that partition was the only practical 
solution of a problem which was continuing 
to create such a dangerous tension in Turco- 
Greek relations. In accepting Her Majesty’s 
Government’s proposals as a basis for dis¬ 
cussion, they showed plainly their belief that 
a Constitution would prove impracticable 
and expressed the hope that if such proved 
to be the case Her Majesty's Government 
would abandon further attempts in that 
direction and proceed at once to the con¬ 
ception of what the Turkish Government 
called integral application of the principle of 
self-determination. The flying visit paid to 
Turkey by Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary 
cf State for the Colonies for the purpose of 
explaining Her Majesty's Government's 
proposals to the Turkish Government no 
doubt contributed greatly towards their 
favourable reception. 

16. Your official visit to Ankara in March 
gave the Turkish Government, and the 
Turkish Prime Minister in particular, a wel¬ 
come opportunity of demonstrating their 
oft-repeated desire to work in all aspects of 
foreign policy in close consultation and 
co-operation with Britain. Your discussions 
with M. Menderes covered a wide range of 
subjects and the reference in the com¬ 
munique, issued at the end of your visit, to 
an effective and lively friendship being more 
than a formal document referred to only in 
times of crisis, was generally regarded as a 
fitting description of Anglo-Turkish rela¬ 
tions. As stated above, the British position 
■n regard to Egyptian nationalisation of the 
Suez Canal was supported by Turkey, and 
after the subsequent Anglo-French inter- 
v ention the Turkish Government exerted 
themselves actively to mitigate its effects on 
Britain’s relations with the three other 
Muslim members of the Bagdad Pact, and 
tp preserve her associations with the Pact. 
Turkey's attitude on Cyprus continued to 
he that as far as Turkey was concerned the 
Cyprus problem existed only by reason of 
me fact that Britain had accepted the possi¬ 
bility of eventually relinquishing her 
sovereignty over the island. 

17. Friendly approaches to Turkey from 
Russia continued through most of the year 
an d included hints of large-scale economic 
a ssistance. Turkey maintained her attitude 
j/ cold reserve and, as mentioned above, 
ecame increasingly perturbed as the year 

of V u nced . over 8 rowin g Russian penetration 
the Middle East area, especially in Egypt 


and Syria. To Turkey’s relief the year 
passed without any of the signatories of the 
Montreux (Straits) Convention availing 
itself of the option under article 29 of asking 
for an amendment of any of its provisions. 

18. America, with her numerous teams 
administering military and economic assist¬ 
ance, remained the source from which most 
material blessings flowed and the country 
whose day to day relations with Turkey 
were the closest and the most widespread. 
The blessings remained on more or less the 
same scale as last year in spite of Turkish 
hopes of greater favours, though from time 
to time extra assistance was forthcoming 
over certain acute shortages, especially oil 
and wheat. 

19. There were manifestations during the 
year, through exchanges of visits of various 
kinds, of the desire to develop further 
economic and political relations with Ger¬ 
many, though at the end of the year 
arrangements for a contract for Turkey to 
supply a large quantity of small arms and 
ammunition had not been finalised. Turkey's 
relations with other European countries 
were mostly concerned with arrangements 
for continuing commercial exchanges and 
liquidating arrears of Turkey’s debts. 

20. There were exchanges of formal visits 
with countries of the Bagdad Pact and 
Afghanistan, and the King of Libya paid a 
visit to Turkey in July. " Little happened 
during the year to emphasise Turkey's 
membership of the Afro-Asian group of 
nations. 

21. I attach a chronological summary of 
the main events of the year. 

22. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty’s Representatives at 
Bagdad, Tehran and Karachi and to the 
Political Officer with the Middle East 
Forces. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 


Chronological Summary of Events in Turkey 
during 1956 

I.—Internal Affairs 

January 

11 Decision by National Assembly for a 
Parliamentary Investigation into the 
conduct while in office of the ex-Ministers 
of Finance (Hasan Polatkan). Economy 
and Commerce (Sitki Yircali) and the 
ex-Deputy Prime Minister (Fatin Rii§tu 
Zorlu). 
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February 

8 Decision by National Assembly for a 
Parliamentary Investigation into the 
conduct while in office of the ex-Minister 
of State for Press Affairs, Dr. Mtikerrem 
Sarol. 

14 Disastrous lire at Gerze. on Black Sea 
Coast, virtually destroying the town. 

20 Serious earthquake at Eski$ehir. 

28 Decree No. 1961 extending Martial Law in 
Istanbul for a further three months. 

28 Law No 6684 and No. 6685 about com¬ 

pensation for damage and loss suffered 
in the riots of September 6-7, 1955. 

29 Approval by National Assembly of budget 

of £T.3.272,942,152, an increase of 
1T.332 million on last year's figure. 

March 

31 Opening of extension to power station at 
Catalagzi, built by Metropolitan-Vickers. 
Braithwaites and Babcock and Wilcox. 

April 

5 Resignation of Minister of Economy and 
Commerce, Fahrettin Ula§ and appoint¬ 
ment of Hadi Hiisman, Minister of 
Customs and Monopolies, as Minister of 
Economy and Commerce ad interim . 

8 Opening of Seyhan Barrage near Adana. 

25 Opening of “Turk " Jeep assembly factory 
at Tuzla. 

May 

2 Compulsory retirement of three members 
of the Court of Cassation and thirteen 
other judges. 

7 Appointment of Zeyyad Mandalinci as 
Minister of Economy and Commerce. 
22-24 XI 1th General Congress of the People’s 
Republican Party. Ex-President Inonii 
unanimously re-elected leader of the 
party. 

31 Formal opening of international airport at 
Ankara (Esenboga). 

June 

7 Law No 6732 amending and tightening up 
Law No. 6634 on offences arising out of 
publications and broadcasts; and Law 
No. 6733 amending and tightening up the 
Press Law No. 5680. 

7 Martial Law in Istanbul ended. 

11 Law No. 6731 amending and tightening up 
the National Protection Law (in order to 
bring down prices and control inflation). 

14 Kasim GUlek. Secretary-General of the 

People’s Republican Party, sentenced to 
one year's imprisonment for “offending 
the moral character" of the National 
Assembly in 1955. (Sentence since 
rejected by Court of Appeal.) 

15 Death of Dr. Ekrem Hayri Cstundag, 

ex-Minister and Chairman of Freedom 
Party Parliamentary Group. 

18 Exoneration of Dr. Mtikerrem Sarol by 

Parliamentary Investigation Commission 
and National Assembly after a strong 
debate. 

19 Resignation of Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Fuat Kopriilii, and appointment of 
Minister of th^ Interior. Ethem Menderes, 
as Minister for Foreign Affairs 
ad interim. 

20 Exoneration of Hasan Polatkan, Sitki 

Yircali and Fatin Rii$tu Zorlu by 
Parliamentary Investigation Commission 
and National Assembly. 


June 

27 Law No. 6761 amending and tightening up 
the law on public meetings and 
demonstrations. 

July 

6 Motion calling for right of proof for 

journalists rejected by National 
Assembly. 

8 Joint communique by three main Opposi¬ 
tion Parties condemning the Government’s 
policies. 

10 Decree No. 4/7474 giving effect to the 

laws on compensation for damage and 
loss suffered during the riots of 
September 6-7, 1955. 

11 National Assembly decided against holding 

by-elections in 1956. 

16 National Assembly adjourned on note of 
bitter enmity between Government and 
Opposition. 

Aug. 15-Special summer session of National 

Sept. 1 Assembly. 

August 

23 Resignation of Minister of Finance, Nedim 
Cikmen; and appointment of the Prime 
Minister as Minister of Finance 
ad interim. 

27 Law No. 6821 in connection with the 

formation of an Atomic Energy Com¬ 
mission attached to the Prime Ministry. 

September 

1 Law No. 6834 extending the period between 
village headman (“ muhtar ’’) elections 
from two to four years. 

12 Start of trial of those alleged to have been 

responsible for the riots of September 
6-7, 1955. 

16 Issue of (abortive) memorandum by 

Freedom Party calling for co-operation 
between all Opposition Parties. 

29 Closing of Her Majesty’s Consulate at 
Iskenderun. 

Sept. 30- Opening of new sugar factories at Erzincan, 

Oct. 1 Erzerum. Malatya and Elazig. 

October 

8 Decree No. 4/8029 and communique No. 7 
on new basis for blocage and deblocage 
and a new tourist rate of exchange. 

12 Resignation of Minister of Public Works, 
Muammer Qavu$oglu; and appointment 
of Minister of Interior, Ethem Menderes, 
as Minister of Public Works (he remained 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs); 
appointment of Minister of Justice. 
Hiiseyin Avni Gokturk, as Minister of 
Interior ad interim. 

29 Celebration of 33rd anniversary of the 

Turkish Republic. 

November 

1 President Bayar opened the new session 

of the National Assembly. His opening 
speech was as usual a catalogue of 
Democrat Party achievements. 

16 Inauguration of Middle East Techno¬ 

logical Institute in Ankara. 

20 Petrol rationing introduced. 

20 Closing of Her Majesty’s Consulate at 

Trabzon. 

23 Court of Appeal rejected sentence of one 
year’s imprisonment passed on Secretary- 
General of P.R.P.. Kasim Gulek. 

28 Resignation of Minister of Economy and 

Commerce, Zeyyad Mandalinci; and 
appointment of Abdullah Aker as 
Minister of Economy and Commerce. 
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December 

1 Appointment of Hasan Polatkan as Minister 

of Finance. 

2 Ceremonial opening of Sariyar Barrage, 

built with American aid funds, equipment 
mainly German. 

Suspension of Dean of Political Faculty of 
Ankara University for bringing “ day-to- 
day ’’ politics into a speech. 

5 D.P. Parliamentary Group communique 

deploring the resignation of members of 
the Political Science Faculty following 
the suspension of the Dean. 

24 Appointment of Namik Gedik as Minister 
of the Interior. 


II.— Foreign Affairs 

January 

8-15 Visit of Italian Parliamentary Delegation, 
headed by Vice-President of Chamber of 
Deputies. 

8—10 Visit of French Parliamentary Delegation, 
headed by M. Patent. 

19-21 Visit of United Nations Secretary-General, 
Mr. Dag Hammarskjold, en route for 
Cairo. 

25 Law No. 6646 ratifying Turco-Bulgarian 
Trade Agreement. 

February 

1-8 Visit of Mr. Clarence Randall, special 
adviser to President Eisenhower on 
foreign economic affairs. 

11—15 Visit of Mr. Abdulwahhab Khan, President 
of Pakistani National Assembly. 

Feb. 27- Visit of Syrian Trade Delegation led by 

March 3 Minister of Economy, M. Rizkallah 
Antaki: and Turco-Syrian Trade Agree¬ 
ment signed (on March 3). 

March 

2 Departure of Mr. Avra Warren, retiring 
United States Ambassador. 

5-25 Visit of Turkish Parliamentary Delegation 
to Iraq, headed by Chairman of National 
Assembly, M. Refik Koraltan. 

11—15 Official visit of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

12 Signature of Anglo-Turkish Cultural 

Agreement. 

15-20 Visit of Sayyid Awni Khalidi. Secretary- 
General of the Bagdad Pact. 

16 Exchange of friendly messages between 

Presidents Bayar and Voroshilov on the 
occasion of the 35th Anniversary of the 
conclusion of the Turco-Soviet Treaty of 
1921. 

18-25 Official visit by the Prime Minister, accom¬ 
panied by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to Pakistan. 

April 

10 Conclusion of Turco-Australian visa 
abolition agreement. 

14 Departure of Prime Minister, accompanied 
by Minister for Foreign Affairs, for 
Tehran to attend the meeting of the 
Bagdad Pact Council (returned on 
April 23). 

21 Signature in Bonn of Turco-German Trade 
Agreement. 

Apr. 22- Visit of International Monetary Fund 

May 25 Delegation, headed by Mr. H. Merle 
Cochrane, for Article XIV consultations. 


May 

I Departure of Minister for Foreign Affairs 

for the meeting of the NATO Ministerial 
Council in Paris. 

II Arrest of Soviet Assistant Military Attache 

at Ankara on charge of espionage. 
Released under diplomatic immunity and 
expelled from Turkey. 

12 Visit of party from NATO Defence 

College. 

14- 19 Visit of party from Canadian Defence 

College. 

15- 27 State visit of His Imperial Majesty the 

Shah of Iran and the Empress Soreya. 

24- 26 Visit of Admiral Denny, Permanent British 

Military Representative on the NATO 
Standing Group. Washington. 

30 Visit of Turkish Parliamentary Delegation 
to Italy, headed by Refik Koraltan. 

June 

6—11 Official visit to Istanbul by units of the 
Mediterranean Fleet. Admiral Sir Guy 
Grantham, Commander - in - Chief. 
Mediterranean, received by President 
Bayar. 

11-16 Meeting in Istanbul of Educational sub¬ 
committee of Bagdad Pact. 

13 Despatch of message on Cyprus to all 

Parliaments by Chairman of National 
Assembly. 

19-24 Visit of Air Marshal Nicholetts, Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean. 

22 Departure of Commander-in-Chief, Turkish 
Air Force, for Moscow to attend Soviet 
Air Force flying demonstrations. 

25- 29 Meeting in Ankara of the Counter- 

Subversion Committee of the Bagdad 
Pact. 

July 

2—8 Visit of C.I.G.S., General Sir Gerald 
Templer. 

5 Departure of Minister of Labour, Mtimtaz 
Tarhan, for the United Kingdom as a 
guest of Her Majesty’s Government. 

9 Law No. 6793 ratifying Turco-Pakistani 
Air Services Agreement. 

9- 10 Visit of Vice-President of United States, 

Mr. Nixon. 

15-29 State visit of the President of Pakistan and 
the Begum Mirza. 

24 Departure of Prime Minister and Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on official 
visit to Afghanistan, calling at Karachi 
en route and returning to Turkey on 
August 1. 

August 

6-11 State visit by the King of Libya, accom¬ 
panied by the Libyan Prime Minister. 

15 Departure of Turkish Delegation headed by 
Secretary-General of Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs for 1st London Conference on 
Suez. 

Aug. 25- Visit of Iranian Military Delegation, headed 
Sept. 2 by Chief of General Staff, General 
Hedayat. 

September 

4-19 Visit of Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Ethem Menderes. to Federal 
Germany. 

10- 17 Visit of General Baillv, Commander-in- 

Chief of French Air Force. 

11 Departure of Turkish Delegation, headed 
by Director of Religious Affairs, to the 
Senussi ceremonies in Libya. 
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